
Observations of Comets 46P/wirtanen  and 199501 HaIe-Bopp
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F. Levison  (southwest Research Institute))

We observed periodic comet 46P/Wirtanen  and long-period comet C/J 99501
Hale-Bopp on three nights. June 15-171996, using the COSMIC CCD camera
on the Palomar 200” teIescope.  Comet Wktanen was inbound to the Sun at a
~e!iocent~c  distance of ~.9S Av and displayed visib!e coma on all three nights.
Comlct  F,ale-Elopp  was also inbound at ~.&3 AU and displayed an extensive,
irregular coma with a broad northward extension from the central condensation.
We obtained J3VR photometry of each comet and photometric observations of
Comet Wirtanen in order to estimate the nucleus size and rotation period. We
aJ so searched for periodic comet ~~p~empel-Tuttle. the parent of the Leon id
meteor shower. which was inbound to the Sun at 649 AU. Detai!ed  results for
each comet  will be presented. This work was supported by the YASA Planetary
Geology and Geophysics. and Planetary Astronomy programs.
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